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Now You Know! 
For a praise about Hashem saving us, 

Az Yashir has a lot that isn’t about us. 

Over and over this song recounts the 
terror Hashem devolved upon the 
nations of the world, and how he 

foiled their plans for supremacy over 
us and the world around them. 

It must be there is more to this.  

On one hand, we have the idea that 
the Jews are Hashem’s chosen 

people, charged with a spiritual 
mission in the world. 

On the other hand, we have the 
understanding that, ‘hakol b’shvil 

Yisrael,’ everything in the Universe is 
created to help the Jewish People 
fulfill this holy mission. 

What Az Yashir does is highlight the 

fact that non-Jews who think they are 
the stars of the show rather than 
supporting cast, are mistaken, and 
Hashem will not allow it. 

This is not to say that they are not 
important or crucial to the world’s 
existence, but that the despots of the 
world overestimate their intended 

roles in G-d’s plan. 

We each have a part to play, but if we 
try to usurp the roles of others, 
Hashem has to replace the actors. 

This is the reiterated message of 

Hashem’s omniscience and complete 
understanding of the world He 
created. When people try to overstep, 

Hashem will put them in their place. 

Thought of the week: 

Find joy in each day not 
because life is always good, 
but because G-d is. 

(A:WU TWMw) „.OYB HMR WBKRW SWS HAG HAG YK ÂHL HRYwA...‰ 

“…I will sing to Hashem for He is higher than the high, [because] horse and rider 
did He lift in the sea.” (Shmos 15:1) 
This opening line of the praise the Jews sang after the splitting of the Reed Sea, 
colloquially known as, ‘Az Yashir,’ seems to sum up the feeling of the prayer in one line. 
Indeed, the Torah only tells us that Miriam and the women sang this line, but the 
commentaries explain they sang the whole thing. In what way does this encapsulate the 
praise of Hashem and what is this praise that we offer? 

Rashi says we should look at the Targum Onkelos for insight. There, he says that Hashem 
is “higher than the high,” and “His greatness is that He lifted horse and rider in the sea.” 
What does this mean? Are we perhaps trying to highlight Hashem’s greatest miracles, like 
some sort of rating system of His wonders? Who are we to judge that anyway? 

We must understand that when it speaks of Hashem’s greatness or highness, it refers to 
things He can do that humans cannot, as Rashi explains further. By drawing a distinction 
between Hashem’s actions and the capabilities of human kings, we come to appreciate 
how they are incomparable. The lifting of joined horse and rider must be a level of 
magnitude greater than any human is capable of. And now we will explain. 

The Daas Zekainim says that when the Egyptians were chasing the Jews, Hashem asked 
them, “Why are you doing this?” indicating that He was not happy with it. They responded, 
“the horse is taking me; I have no choice.” He asked the horses why they were chasing, 
and they said, “the rider is urging me on against my will.” Therefore, Hashem connected 
the two and judged them together (much like the parable about the blind man who carried a 
sighted but lame thief on his shoulders to commit a crime.) 

The greatness of Hashem which we praise each day, is that there is no such thing to Him 
as ‘collateral damage.’ In war, mortals must subdue the enemy, and innocent civilians may 
be harmed. It’s terrible, but unavoidable – for Mankind. 

Hashem is not that way. When he punishes - and the purpose when he punishes his 
chosen nation is purification, not retribution - He takes into account everyone and 
everything that will be affected or impacted. There’s no such thing as getting caught in the 
crossfire.  

When we say Hashem lifted horse and rider, we acknowledge that Hashem had a way to 
deal with what each of them had done, though one could be more culpable than the other. 
This is the praise of Hashem, which name implies past, present and future. All that is, was 
or will be are taken into account in His dealings with this world, and that is something no 
human being can do. We do not know all. Our awareness and perception are limited. Only 
Hashem can be completely “fair” to all, and act with them as is appropriate. Only He can 
make sure no one is going through something they don’t deserve or need. This is 
something worthy of recalling every single day.  

On April 15, 1912, the RMS Titanic sank in the North Atlantic. Supposed to be “unsinkable,” there 
weren’t enough life boats and over 1500 people died in the frigid waters. A man who heard the news 
of the tragedy prayed to G-d asking how He could let such a thing happen. 

“Al-mighty G-d,” the man prayed. “You are all-powerful. You control the sea and the dry land, the 
heavens and the earth. Why did you let this tragedy occur? How is it that you did not stop the Titanic 
from sinking, and allowed all those people to perish?” 

“Are you kidding?!” G-d replied. “Do you have any idea what I had to do to get all those people on 
one boat?!” 
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My simcha is coming,My simcha is coming,My simcha is coming,My simcha is coming,    

The food wasn’t cheap.The food wasn’t cheap.The food wasn’t cheap.The food wasn’t cheap.    
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Wouldn’t put folks to sleep!Wouldn’t put folks to sleep!Wouldn’t put folks to sleep!Wouldn’t put folks to sleep!    
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